Presi dent Bush: Flip-Fl opper-In-Chi ef

Fr omt he begi nni ng, Geor geW Bush has nade hi s own credi bilityacentral

i ssue. On 10/ 11/ 00, t hen Governor Bush said: "I thinkcredibilityisinportant.
It is goingto be inportantfor the presidentto be credi bl ew th Congress,

i mportant for the presidentto be credi blewithforeignnations." But President
Bush' s serial flip-fl oppi ngrai sesseri ousquesti onsabout whet her Congr essand
forei gnl eaderscan rely on what he says.

1. OPEC

BUSH PROM SES TO FORCE OPEC TO LOVNER PRI CES"Wat | think the president
ought to do [ when gas pri ces spi ke] i s he ought to get on t he phonew ththe
OPECcartel and say we expect youto open your spi gots...Andt hepresi dent of

t he United St at es nust j awboneOPECmrenbersto |l ower the price. " [ Presi dent
Bush, 1/26/00]

BUSH REFUSES TO LOBBY OPEC LEADERSW t h gas pri ces soari nginthe United
St at es at t he begi nni ngof 2004, the M anmi Heral dreportedt he presi dent
refusedto "personal lyl obbyoil cartel | eadersto changetheir m nds." [ M am
Her al d, 4/ 1/ 04]

2. lraq Funding

BUSH SPOKESMANDENI ES NEED FOR ADDI TI ONAL FUNDS FOR THE REST OF
2004 "W do not anti ci pat er equesti ngsuppl enent al fundi ngfor ' 04" [Wite
House Budget Di rect or Joshua Bol t on, 2/ 2/ 04]

BUSH REQUESTS ADDI TI ONAL FUNDS FOR | RAQ FOR 2004 "1 amr equesti ngt hat
Congress establisha$25billioncontingencyreservefundfor the conmi ngfiscal
year to neet all conm tnentsto our troops."[President Bush, St at enent by

Pr esi dent, 5/ 5/ 04]

3. Condol eeza Ri ce Testi nony

BUSH SPOKESMANSAYS RI CE WON' T TESTI FYAS " A MATTER OF PRI NCI PLE"
"Agai n, thisisnot her personal preference; thi sgoes backtoa matter of
principle. Thereis a separati onof powersi ssueinvol vedhere. Hi storically,
Whi t e House st affersdo not testifybeforel egislativebodies. Soit's amtter
of principle, not amtter of preference."” [ WiteHouse Press SecretaryScott
Med el | an, 3/ 9/ 04]

BUSH ORDERS RI CE TO TESTI FY: "Today | have i nformedthe Conm ssi onon
Terrori st AttacksAgai nstthe United Statesthat nmy Nati onal SecurityAdvisor,
Dr. Condol eezzaRi ce, wil | providepublictestimny."[President Bush, 3/ 30/ 04]

4. Sci ence



BUSH PLEDCES TO | SSUE REGULATI ONSBASED ON SCI ENCE "1 t hi nk we ought
t o have hi gh st andardsset by agenci esthat rel y upon sci ence, not by what may
f eel good or what sounds good. " [t hen- Gover nor Geor geW Bush, 1/ 15/ 00]

BUSH ADM NI STRATI ONREGULATI ONSI GNORESCI ENCE" Si xt y| eadi ng

sci enti stsincl udi ngNobel | aur eat es, | eadi ngnedi cal experts, forner federal
agency di rect orsanduni versi tychai rsand presi dent si ssueda st at enent
callingfor regulatoryand |l egi sl ati veactiontorestorescientificintegrity
to federal policynaki ng. Accordi ngtothe scientists, theBush adm ni stration
has, anong ot her abuses, suppressedanddi stortedsci entificanal ysisfrom

f eder al agenci es, and t akenacti onst hat have under nmi nedt he qual i ty of
scientificadvi sorypanel s."[Uni onof ConcernedSci enti sts, 2/18/04]

5. Ahned Chal abi

BUSH | NVI TES CHALABI TO STATE OF THE UNI ON ADDRESS Pr esi dent Bush al so
met wi th Chal abi duringhisbrief triptolraql ast Thanksgi vi ng[ Wit eHouse
Document s1/ 20/ 04, 11/ 27/ 03]

BUSH M LI TARY ASSI STSI| N RAI D OF CHALABI ' SHOUSE "U. S. sol di ersrai ded
t he home of America' sone-tinmeal |l y Ahnmad Chal abi on Thur sday and sei zed
docunent sand conput ers. " [ WAshi ngt onPost, 5/ 20/ 04]

6. Departnent of Honel and Security

BUSH OPPOSES THE DEPARTMVENT OF HOVELANDSECURI TY" So, creati nga

Cabi net of fi cedoesn't sol vethe problem Youstill will have agenci eswi thin
t he f eder al gover nnent t hat have t o be coordi nat ed. Sot he answer i s t hat
creati nga Cabi net post doesn't sol veanyt hi ng. " [ Whi t eHouse spokesmanAri

Fl ei scher, 3/ 19/ 02]

BUSH SUPPORTS THE DEPARTMENT OF HOVELAND SECURI TY" So t oni ght, | ask
the Congresstojoinnme in creatinga single, permanent departnent wi than
overri di ngand urgent m ssi on: securi ngt he homel andof Aneri caand protecting
t he Ameri canpeopl e. " [ Presi dent Bush, Addressto the Nati on, 6/ 6/ 02]

7. Weapons of Mass Destruction

BUSH SAYS V\E FOUND THE VWEAPONS OF MASS DESTRUCTI ON"We f ound t he
weapons of nass destructi on. W f ound bi ol ogi cal | aboratories..forthosewho
say we haven't foundt he banned manuf act uri ngdevi cesor banned weapons,
they' rew ong, we found them " [ Presi dent Bush, | nt er vi ewi n Pol and, 5/ 29/ 03]

BUSH SAYS ViE HAVEN' T FOUND V\EAPONS OF MASS DESTRUCTI ON" Davi dKay has
f ound t he capacityt o produce weapons. And when Davi d Kay goes i n and says we
haven't f ound st ockpi |l esyet, andthere' stheori esas t o where t he weapons

went . They coul d have been destroyedduri ngt he war. Saddamand hi s henchnen
coul d have destroyedt hemas we enteredinto |l raq. They coul d be hi dden. They
coul d have been transportedt oanot her country, and we' ||l findout." [ Presi dent
Bush, Meet t he Press, 2/ 7/ 04]

8. Free Trade



BUSH SUPPORTS FREE TRADE"| bel i eve stronglythat i f we pronotetrade, and
when we pronotetrade, it will hel pworkers on both sides of thisissue."
[ Presi dent Bushin Peru, 3/23/02]

BUSH SUPPORTS RESTRI CTI ONSONTRADE "I n a deci sionl argel ydrivenby his
political advi sers, Presi dent Bushset asi de his free-tradeprinci pl esl ast
year and i nposedheavytariffsoninportedsteel tohel pout strugglingmlls
i n Pennsyl vani aandWest Virginia, twostatescrucial for hisreel ection.”

[ WAshi ngt onPost, 9/ 19/ 03]

9. Gsanmm Bi n Laden

BUSH WANTS OSANMA DEAD OR ALI VE"I want justice. Andthere' san ol d poster
out West, | recall, that says, ' Want ed: Dead or Alive.'" [ Presi dent Bush, on
Gsanm Bi n Laden, 09/ 17/ 01]

BUSH DOESN' T CARE ABOUT CSAMA"I| don't knowwhere heis. You know, | just
don't spendthat nuchtime onhim.l truly amnot that concernedabout him"
[ Presi dent Bush, Press Conf erence, 3/ 13/ 02]

10. The Envi ronnent

BUSH SUPPORTS MANDATORY CAPS ON CARBON DI OXI DE"[ I f el ect ed], Gover nor
Bushwi || work to establi shmandat oryreducti ontargetsfor em ssionsof four
mai n pol | ut ants: sul fur di oxi de, ni trogenoxi de, nercuryand car bondi oxi de. "

[ Bush Envi ronnent al Pl an, 9/ 29/ 00]

BUSH OPPOSES MANDATORY CAPS ON CARBON DI OXI DE"1 do not beli eve,
however, t hat t he gover nnent shoul di nposeon power pl ant s mandat or yem ssi ons
reducti onsfor carbondi oxi de, whi chis not a'pollutant' under the d eanAir
Act . " [ Presi dent Bush, Letter to Sen. Chuck Hagel (R-NE), 3/ 13/ 03]

11. WWVD Conmi ssi on

BUSH RESI STS AN OQUTSI DE | NVESTI GATI ONONWVD | NTELLI GENCEFAI LURE
"The Whi t e House i nmedi at el yt urnedasi det he cal | s fromKay and nany Denocr at s
f or an i medi at eout si dei nvesti gati on, seeki ngt ohead of f any neww de-

rangi ngel ecti on-year i nqui ryt hat m ght go beyondreport s al readybei ng
assenbl edby congressi onal conni tteesandtheCentral IntelligenceAgency."[NY
Ti mes, 1/ 29/ 04]

BUSH SUPPORTS AN OUTSI DE | NVESTI GATI ONONWWVD | NTELLI GENCEFAI LURE
"Today, by executi veorder, | amcreatingani ndependent conmni ssi on, chai redby
Gover nor and f or mer Senat or Chuck Robb, Judge Laur enceSi | ber man, t o | ook at
Anericanintelligencecapabilities, especiallyourintelligenceabout weapons
of mass destruction. " [ Presi dent Bush, 2/ 6/ 04]

12. Creation of the 9/11 Conm ssi on

BUSH OPPOSES CREATI ONOF | NDEPENDENT9/ 11 COVM SSI ON" Pr esi dent Bush
took a fewm nutes duringhistripto Europe Thursdayto voi ce hi s opposition
t o establ i shinga speci al conmi ssi ont o probe howt he government dealtwi th
terror warni ngsheforeSept. 11." [ CBS News, 5/ 23/ 02]



BUSH SUPPORTS CREATI ONOF | NDEPENDENT9/ 11 COVM SSI ON" Pr esi dent Bush
sai d t oday he nowsupport s est abl i shi ngani ndependent comm ssi ont o
i nvestigatetheSept. 11terroristattacks." [ ABCNews, 09/ 20/ 02]

13. Tine Extension for 9/11 Conm ssi on

BUSH OPPOSES Tl ME EXTENSI ONFOR 9/ 11 COVM SSI ON" Pr esi dent Bushand
House Speaker J. Denni s Hastert (R 111.) havedeci dedt o oppose granti ngnore
timeto an i ndependent comm ssi oni nvesti gati ngtheSept. 11, 2001, attacks."
[ WAshi ngt onPost, 1/ 19/ 04]

BUSH SUPPORTS Tl ME EXTENSI ONFOR 9/ 11 COVM SSI ON" The Wi t e House
announcedWednesdayi ts support for a request fromt he comni ssi oni nvesti gati ng
t he Sept enber 11, 2001 attacksfor noretineto conpleteits work." [ CNN,

2/ 4/ 04]

14. One Hour Limt for 9/11 Conmm ssion Testi nony

BUSH LI M TS TESTI MONYI N FRONT OF 9/ 11 COVM SSI ONTO ONE HOUR
"Presi dent Bushand Vi ce Presi dent Di ck Cheney have pl acedstrictlimtsonthe
privateinterviewstheyw || grant tothe federal comm ssi oni nvesti gati ngt he
Sept. 11 attacks, sayingthat theywill neet only withthe panel'stoptwo
officialsandthat M. Bushwi Il submit toonly a singlehour of questi oni ng,
conmmi ssi onnenber ssai d Wednesday. " [ NY Ti nes, 2/ 26/ 04]

BUSH SETS NO TI MELI M T FOR TESTI MONY" The pr esi dent' sgoi ngt o answer al |
of the questi onsthey want torai se. Nobody' swat chi ngt he cl ock. " [ Whi t e House
spokesnanScott Mcd el | an, 3/ 10/ 04]

15. Gay Marri age

BUSH SAYS GAY MARRI AGEI S A STATE | SSUE " The st at e can do what t hey want
todo. Don't trytotrapneinthisstate' sissuelikeyou' retryingtoget ne
into." [ Gov. George W Bush on Gay Marri age, Larry Ki ng Li ve, 2/ 15/ 00]

BUSH SUPPORTS CONSTI TUTI ONAL AMENDMENT BANNI NGGAY MARRI AGE" Today |
cal | uponthe Congresstopronptlypass, andto sendto the states for
ratification, anamendment t o our Constituti ondefi ni ngandprotecti ngnmarri age
as a uni on of man and wonan as husband and wi fe. " [ Presi dent Bush, 2/ 24/ 04]

16. Nation Buil di ng

BUSH OPPOSES NATI ONBUI LDI NG"I f we don't st op ext endi ngour troopsall
around the worl dinnation-buil di ngm ssi ons, thenwe' regoi ngt o have a
seri ous probl emconi ngdown t he road. " [ Gov. George W Bush, 10/ 3/ 00]

BUSH SUPPORTS NATI ONBUI LDI NG"We wi | | be changi ngtheregi neof Iraq, for
t he good of thelraqi people."[President Bush, 3/ 6/ 03]

17. Saddant’ al Qaeda Li nk



BUSH SAYS I T I S | MPCSSI BLETO DI STI NGUI SHBETWEEENAL QAEDA AND
SADDAM" You can' t di sti ngui shbet weenal Qaeda and Saddamwhen you t al k about
the war on terror." [ Presi dent Bush, 9/ 25/ 02]

BUSH SAYS SADDAM HAD NO ROLE | N AL QAEDA PLOT "W' ve had no evi dence
t hat SaddamHussei nwas i nvol vedi n Sept. 11." [ Presi dent Bush, 9/ 17/ 03]

18. U. N. Resol ution

BUSH VOWA5 TO HAVE A UN VOTE NO MATTERWHAT "No mat t er what t he whi p
count is, we'recallingfor thevote. W want t o see peopl e st and up and say
what t heir opi nioni s about SaddamHussei nandthe utility of the United

Nat i ons SecurityCouncil. And so, youbet. It'stinmefor peopletoshowtheir
cards, tolet theworldknowwherethey standwhenit conesto Saddam "

[ Presi dent Bush 3/ 6/ 03]

BUSH W THDRAWS REQUEST FOR VOTE " At a Nati onal SecurityCouncil neeting
convenedat t he White House at 8: 55 a. m, Bushfinalizedthe deci sionto
wi t hdr awt he resol uti onfromconsi derati onandpr eparedt o del i ver an addr ess
to the nationthat had al readybeenwitten."[Wshi ngt onPost, 3/ 18/ 03]

19. I nvolvenent in the Pal estinian Conflict

BUSH OPPOSES SUMM TS"Wel |, we' vetriedsummtsin the past, as you nay
remenber. It wasn't all that | ong ago where a sunmi t was cal | ed and not hi ng
happened, and as a result we had significantintifadainthearea." [President
Bush, 04/ 05/ 02]

BUSH SUPPORTS SUMM TS"If a neeti ng advancesprogresstowardtwo st at es
l'ivingsidebysideinpeace, | will stronglyconsidersuchaneeting. |I'm
commi ttedtoworki ngtowardpeaceinthe M ddl e East." [ Presi dent Bush,

5/ 23/ 03]

20. Canpai gn Fi nance

BUSH OPPOSES MCCAI N- FEI NGOLD" Geor geW Bush opposes McCai n- Fei ngol d. . . as
an i nfri ngenent on free expressi on. " [ WAshi ngt onPost, 3/ 28/ 2000]

BUSH SI GNS MCCAI N- FEI NGOLDI NTOLAW "[ Tl hisbill i nprovesthe current
syst emof fi nanci ngf or Federal canpai gns, andt hereforel have signedit into

| aw. " Meanwhi | et he Bush Adm ni strati onwaswor ki ngt o overt urnMCai n- Fei ngol d
inthe Federal Courtsas an i nfri ngenent on free speech. [ Presi dent Bush, at

t he McCai n- Fei ngol dsi gni ngcer enony, 03/ 27/ 02]

BUSH NOW OPPOSES FREE SPEECH AS REPRESENTEDBY THE 527s and woul d

l'i ke to prohibit themfromraisingcanpai gnnoney and spendi ngit on canpai gns
or on behal f of t he positionsof candi dat es.

21. New head for the C A

BUSH SAI D HE WOULDN T QUI CKLY REPLACE TENET After Tenet resi gned, Bush
was i n no hurry to repl acehim



BUSH NOM NATEDPETER GOSS After beingcriticizedfor his sl owgo approach,
Bush swi t ches cour seand appoi nt s Pet er Coss.

22. Can we win the war on terror?

Bush said: "I don't think youcanwinit,...Butl thinkyoucancreate
conditionssothat thosewhouseterror as a tool are |l ess acceptabl einparts
of theworld." Hi s conmentswere nadeto Matt Lauer of t he NBC News program
"Today, " conduct edon Sat ur day, August 28'", 2004 but shown on t he openi ng day
of the RepublicanNati onal Conventi on, whenM . Bush was askedif the United
St at es coul dwi nt he war agai nst terrori sm whi chhe has nade t he focus of his
admi ni strati onandt he central thrust of his re-el ecti oncanpai gn.

http://www.nvytimes.com/2004/08/31/politi cs/campai gn/31bush.html 27ex=1094964343& ei
=1& en=5600cfcc6f1b057a

Bush had sai d: "One of the i nteresti ngt hi ngs peopl eask ne, now
t hat we ar e aski ng questions, is, 'Can you ever wi nthe war on
terror? OF course you can." At a prine-ti nenews conferencei nthe East
Roomof the White House on April 13, 2004 and on April 14, 2004 he sai d: "I
have a cl ear visionand a strategytow n the war on terror."

http://www.nytimes.com/2004/08/31/politics/'campai gn/31bush.html 2ex=1094964343& €
=1& en=5600cfcc6f1b057a

Then Bush fli p-fl oppedagai nand saidthis: "W neet today i n a
time of war for our country, a war we did not start yet one t hat
we wi |l win." He was peaki ng at t he Ameri canLegi on Nati onal Conventi onat
t he Opryl andHot el Tuesday, Aug. 31, 2004 i n Nashvill e, Tenn.

http://story.news.yahoo.com/news?tmpl=story& cid=514& e=1& u=/ap/20040831/ap _on e
| pr/cvn bush 27

23. Gun Contro

Bush sai d f our years ago when runni ng f or Presi dent and under
pressure fromnoder at es: That he di d support t he renewal of this highly
popul ar | aw[ ban on assaul t weapons] .

Bush now wi t h ban on assault weapons set to expire on Sept. 13,
2004: As president, M. Bush has never once demandedt hat his G O P. | eaders
cease pl ayi ngfirst responder tothe demands of t he gun | obby and t ake t he
initiativeonthispublicsafetyissue. The ban wi Il thus expire.

http://www.nytimes.com/2004/09/11/opinion/11sat1.html

24. Soci al Security

Bush pl edged not to touch soci al securitysurplus: "W'regoingto
keep t he prom se of soci al securityand keep t he gover nment fromr ai di ngt he
soci al securitysurplus."[Pres. Bush3/3/01]

http://www.whitehouse.gov/news/rel eases/2001/03/20010303.html

Bush spends soci al securitysurpl us: The NewYork Ti nes reportedt hat t he
"Presi dent' snewbudget uses Soci al Securitysurplusesto pay for ot her


http://www.nytimes.com/2004/08/31/politics/campaign/31bush.html?ex=1094964343&ei
http://www.nytimes.com/2004/08/31/politics/campaign/31bush.html?ex=1094964343&ei
http://story.news.yahoo.com/news?tmpl=story&cid=514&e=1&u=/ap/20040831/ap_on_e
http://www.nytimes.com/2004/09/11/opinion/11sat1.html
http://www.whitehouse.gov/news/releases/2001/03/20010303.html

prograns everyyear through2013, ultimatel ydi vertingnorethan$l.4trillion
i n Soci al Securityfundsto other purposes. [ The NewYork Ti nes 2/ 6/ 02]

25. Aborti on

Bush supports a wonan' s ri ght to choose: "Bushsaidhe. . . favors
| eavi ngup to a wonman and her doctor t he aborti onquestion." [ TheNati on
6/ 15/ 00, quoti ngt he Lubbock Aval anche- Jour nal , 5/ 78]

http://www.thenati on.com/doc.mhtml 21=20000703& amp;s=corn

Bush opposes a woman' s ri ght to choose: "I' mpro-life."[ Gover nor Bush
10/ 3/ 00]

Thi s fl yer and ot hers are avai | abl ef or free t o downl oad, pri nt out and
distributeat: http://ww.toppl ebush.conm flyers.shtni


http://www.thenation.com/doc.mhtml?i=20000703&amp;s=corn

